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REMARKS BY PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF. 


Tue following remarks were made by President Wilford Woodruff at the 
Sixty-fifth Semi-Annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday morning, October 
7, 1894. 

I feel as though I want to say a few words to the Latter-day Saints al- 
though I am in very poor condition physically to talk to the public. This 
has been one of the most interesting conferences I have ever attended; 
and if I am allowed to be proud of anything, I certainly have felt proud 
and have rejoiced at the spirit that has been manifested by the Apostles 
in their teachings. One of the subjects that they havedwelt upon I desire | 
to speak of, and that is with regard to the Word of Wisdom. The brethren 
have dwelt very strongly upon this subject, and it is right that they should. 
The Word of Wisdom applies to Wilford Woodruff, the President of the 
Church, and it applies to all the leaders of Israel as well as to the members 
of the Church; and if there are any of these leading men who cannot re- 
frain from using tobacco or liquor in violation of the Word of Wisdom, let 
them resign and others take their places. As leaders of Israel, we have no 
business to indulge ip these things. There may be things contrary to the 
Word of Wisdom that we indulge in, and that we think we cannot live 
without; if we cannot, let us die. 

President George Q. Cannon has been laying before us the truth with 
regard to the position which we occupy here. This is the work of God, 
and we stand as an example tothe World. Therefore, all of us, from head 
to foot, should make up our minds to keep the commandments of God. If I 
do not value my standing, my salvation, my crown of glory and eternal life, 
more than I value those things which are represented as being unwise for 
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us to use, then I am not fit to occupy my position. And this applies to 
every man in Israel. We all ought to take a course whereby we might 
be}justified before the Lord. We live in the last dispensation and fulness 
of times, and we are placed here to guide and direct the affairs of the 
Church of?God on the earth. Hence we ought to be wise men; we ought 
to be righteous men, holy men, temperate men, we ought to be men that 
will stand in a position to receive the Spirit of God to guide and direct 
us. If wedo not stand in this position, we are not fit to perform this work. 

Brethren and Sisters, give heed to the teachings that we have received 
during this conference. As a people, we are advancing, and not standing 
still. We send Elders abroad, and they report to us every little while 
what they are doing; but there isa class of Elders at work every week 
that do not report tous. You see their works, though you may not com- 
prehend them. As the Savior said, “Ye may discern the face of the sky; 
but can ye not discern the signs of the times?” The Latter-day Saints 
should observe the signs of the times. The Lord is fulfilling everything 
that He has said. There is nothing given in these records of divine truth 
but will have its fulfillment. Messengers have gone forth in the world to 
make the commencement and to carry out these great events that are 
spoken of in the revelations of God. I think it is time we should improve 
and advance. The Lord is going to cut His work short in righteousness, 
or no flesh will be saved. The Lord is at work for Zion, and He has made 
no mistake in calling the Latter-day Saints to these Rocky Mountains— 
the everlasting hills which old Father Jacob gave to Joseph in blessing 
him. ‘e are here and laboring to promote the interest and welfare of the 
Church of God. I feel vo rejoice at the manifestation of the Spirit of God 
during this conference. Many of us have been in this Church a good 
while and are advanced in years. I hope that what time we remain here 
we may spend to good advantage. Let us try todo our duty in all matters 
appertaining to the work of God. I am-.thankful for the blessings we 
enjoy to-day. Zion is growing. The earth is advancing. The judgments 
of God are approaching. The Lord says: 


After your testimony cometh the testimony of earthquakes, that shall 
cause at pers the midst of her, and men shall fall upon the ground, 
and shall not be able to stand. 

And also cometh the testimony of the voice of thunderings, and the 
voice of lightnings, and the voice of tempests, and the voice of the waves 
of the sea, heaving themselves beyond their bounds. 

And all things shall be in commotion; and, surely, men’s hearts shall fail 
them; for fear shall come upon all people. 


The revelations of God have got to be fulfilled. When? Some time be- 
fore the coming of the Son of Man—and that is not far off Therefore, let 
us try to live our religion, and set an example before one another and the 
world. I accept the reproof of any Apostle or Elder if there is any re- 
quirement of the Lord that I am not fulfilling. That is the way I feel, 
and I think we all should feel so. We are greatly blessed in having re- 
ceived the Gospel of Christ, in having received the Priesthood and the 
power to go forth and warn the nations, that they may be left without 
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excuse in the day of God’s judgment. And the honest and meek of the 
earth have been gathered to the mountains of Israel, that they may stand 
here in holy places while the judgments of God overtake the world. 
Joseph Smith was raised up by the power of God, and the Priesthood and 
Apostleship have been with us from that day to this, and will continue until 
Christ comes to reign. Christ passed through His trials and afflictions; 
He has redeemed the world; He has gone home, and He sits in glory with 
the righteous, and will come with them. All the prophets and apostles 
those of our day as well as of other generations, will come with Him. 
Joseph Smith stood at the head of the greatest dispensation God ever gave 
to man. 

These things are true. Let us try to do our duty, walk uprightly before 
the Lord, and appreciate the blessings we enjoy. Let our prayers ascend 
before the Lord to assist and guide us in everything, that when we get 
through with our work we may be satisfied. If the eyes of this people 
were open to comprehend the truths of eternity, they would see the im- 
portance of laboring while the day lasts. Our sons and daughters, if their 
eyes were open to comprehend what lies before them, would also labor 
with all their might to qualify themselves for it, and our sons would be 
prepared to go to the nations to warn them, that their garments shall be - 
clean from the blood of all men. Elders are being sent to almost every 
part of the earth, and the cloud is beginning to lift from off Zion. The 
world is beginning to see us as we are. They open their eyes and marvel 
at what they see here. We are beginning to be understood better than 
we have been, and this will go on until a great many in the world will feel 
that Utah is a good place to live in. Our lakes and rivers will not over- 
flow and drown us; but we will be protected from the earthquakes, from 
the cyclones, and from the judgments that are now overtaking the world. 
Very strange things have taken place during this year, and the judgments 
of God will continue. 

I pray God that His blessings may rest upon us; that our eyes may be 
opened to see, our ears to hear and our hearts to understand our duty and 
what He requires at our hands, that we may be justified when we get 
through. We are all passing along. Many of our missions will close in a 
short time, and we will go as others have done. Then, if not before, we 
will comprehend the blessings we enjoy. When we get to the other side 
of the veil we will appreciate this dispensation in which we live. I do not 
know whether we do here or not. I think many times we do not. I have 
a desire myself that as President of the Church, as Counselors, as A postles, 
we may be united as the heart of one man; that our spirits may run 
together, and we may see alike, feel alike, and understand alike, and that 
we may be a bulwark at the head of Israel, that we may be justified before 
the Lord, so that when these judgments come upon the earth we may be 
prepared to meet them; which may God grant, for Christ’s sake. Amen. 


Is life a failure? For the weak, the cowardly, the melancholy, the sin- 
ful, and the ones who press happiness away with open palms—yes; for the 
strong, the brave, the lionhearted, the pure,—a thousand times no, 
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“THE law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom 
of God is preached, and every man presseth into it. And it is easier for 
heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail."—Luke xvi: 
16, 17. 

The modern christian in order to release himself from observing certain 
obligations enjoined upon mankind by our Savior, has frequently the idea 
of an evolution having taken place in the Gospel plan. When and how 
the supposed change was effected, appears mixed in the minds of many; 
although some have gone so far as to deal out conclusions, both in regard 
to time and cause. Among those which seem nearest to accord with 
prevailing opinions, we present the following: John the Baptist, it is 
said, prepared the way for the coming kingdom, and it was preached by 
the Savior and His disciples, but when the Jews rejected this proffered 
gift, the Gospel was made free to the Gentiles, and that, too, in a modified 
form known as the Gospel of Grace. As to the truth or falsity of these 
conclusions and all akin to such, we can do no better than turn to “Holy 
Writ” for an answer. 

We read in the Gospels that Jesus, in the commencement of His minis- 
try, confirmed the declaration of His forerunner that the Kingdom of 
Heaven was at hand, and He preached this kingdom in the synagogues 
of the cities of Galilee. A similar mission was given the Twelve Apostles, 
and in sending out the seventy disciples He told them to say unto the 
people, “The Kingdom of God is come nigh unto you;” and if rejected, to 
shake off the dust of their feet against them, and repeat their testimony. 
Even the man by the wayside was told to “let the dead bury their dead, 
but go thou and preach the Kingdom of God.” In short there is no mis- 
taking the burden of their teaching, and that it was confined to the Jews, 
is confirmed by the following, “Go not into the way of the Gentiles * 
* but go rather to the lost sheep of the House of Israel.” 

When the three years’ ministry was completed, and the cry, “His blood 
be on us, and on our children,” rang through the halls of justice, it could 
well be written: “He came unto his own, and his own received him not.” 
This was the answer of the Jewish nation to the proffered inheritance in 
the Kingdom of God. But was there cause in this sufficient to change 
the purposes of God? Did the torture of the Jewish rabble and the 
silence of the tomb modify the plan of salvation, and lessen man’s obliga- 
tion to God? Sacred history tells us that subsequent to this, the same > 
Voice which had cried repentance throughout the borders of Judea and 
Galilee was again heard for forty days among the disciples, teaching them 
the things pertaining to the Kingdom of God, Acts i: 3, and requiring 
them to teach all the nations the observance of all things commanded 
them, Matt. xxviii: 18,19. In view of these facts alone it would be ex- 
tremely difficult to presume a purposed change respecting the preaching 
of the Kingdom of God, or to form the idea of certain principles becoming 
obsolete. 

In Luke’s testimony we are informed that before the Savior’s departure 
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He opened the understanding of the disciples that they might understand 
the scriptures and said unto them: “Thus it is written, and thus it be- 
hoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: and that 
repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name among 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” Luke xxiv: 45—47. Herein is dis- 
closed the purpose of God to widen the missionary field, and no sooner 
had the endowment of power from on high been received, than the 
testimony of Christ was heard in the Jewish capital; and to the ap- 
peal of the believing Jews comes the inspired answer of the chief 
Apostle; “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins” etc. Acts ii: 38. This was the 
injunction that came with the witness of Christ in Jerusalem, and which, 
through the testimony of Philip, was received by the Samaritans. A 
similar means of remission of sins was pointed out to the repentant Saul 
of Tarsus, Acts xxii: 16, who, in turn, reminded the Roman Saints that 
they had destroyed the body of sin, and walked in the newness of life, 
through the burial with Christ by baptism, Romans vi; and further 
declares to the mixed assembly at Antioch: “Be it known unto you there- 
fore, men and brethren, that through this man (Christ) is preached unto 
you the forgiveness of sins.”—Acts xiii: 38. 

Thus, in reading of how the Apostles fulfilled the Saviors commands, | 
these two most important facts are clearly seen: First, in the name of 
Christ, and no other, was the remission of sins preached ; second, through 
the means first ordained, and no other, did the divinely authorized teacher 
promise a forgiveness of sin; for as John the Baptist had taught on the 
banks of the Jordan,’so did the chief of the Apostles declare in Jerusalem ; 
and whether in the synagogues of Galilee or the highway of the remotest 
province, the doctrince of repentance from dead works and remission of 
sins remained unchanged. 

“But,” says the two-Gospel advocate, “would it not appear that the 
Gospel preached in Jerusalem by the Apostles, and in Samaria by Philip, 
was not intended for other than the House of Israel; as later on it re- 
quired visions and manifestations to bring Peter and his co-laborers, to 
even a recognition of a Gentile’s right to the Gospel?” To remove such 
an inference, no words could be more effective than those found in the 
Great Lawgiver’s last charge to His disciples, “Go ye into all the world 
and preach the Gospel to every creature.” Language could not be more 
plain that God did not intend the Gospel to be confined to any one coun- 
try or people. Even Peter himself, on the Day of Pentecost, with the 
power from on high resting mightily upon him, declared the promise to 
be unto them and to their children and to all that were afar off even as 
many as the Lord our God should call. The fact remains, however, that 
he allowed the forces of tradition, custom, etc., to exclude his message 
from all save his own countrymen; and it was not until visions and testi- 
monies had shown unto him the purpose of his master that he opened 
his mouth and said: “Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons, but in every nation he that feareth Him and worketh righteous- 
ness is accepted with Him.” 
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In fixing the date of the conversion of Cornelius, as the time of the 
supposed Gospel transition, which many now venture to do, there seems 
to be a two-fold object. First, to evade the plain enunciation of Gospel 
ordinances recorded prior to this event; second, the advantage of resting 
the conclusion on a seeming departure from the established order. As an 
excuse in selecting this event, which occurred at a time and place widely 
separate from the supposed cause, the following presumption is made: 
“Christ purposed, after his crucifixion, to give the Jews another chance, 
and for this reason the ministry of the disciples was made an exclusive 
one until the limit of mercy was reached; when the offer of the kingdom 
was withdrawn, and salvation by grace, through faith, made free to the 
Gentiles, in lieu of the Gospel of the Kingdom, formerly preached to the 
Jews.” Such sophistry as this might, to the darkened mind, serve as a 
palliative for a troubled conscience; but under the light of Scripture, it 
can do no more than expose its own fallacy. The evidence already ad- 
duced shows that the idea of the Kingdom of God being confined to one 
people is farthest from the design of the Almighty; and this, together 
with the fact of this Kingdom having been preached to both Jew and 
Gentile long after the conversion of Cornelius, proves the above a mere 
subterfuge. Apart from the object in view, the main point in question 
is what circumstances connected with this event would sustain the belief 
in a modified Gospel. As already alluded to, there was a deviation in the 
case of Cornelius from the course previously followed, in that the Holy 
Ghost was given before baptism, and without the imposition of hands; 
thus reversing the order of the water and spirit births, John iii: 5, Acts 
ii: 38, and 8; and administering the latter in like manner as the Apostles 
had received it in the beginning. 

Now, while these facts are clear to every Scripture student, is not the 
motive of the reversed order equally plain? No one will question the 
effect it had on those of the circumcision in removing all doubt as to the 
fitness of the Gentiles to receive the ordinances of the Gospel; yet many 
will deny such to have been the object, claiming this result was purely 
incidental. The Apostle, it would appear, understood this better, for when 
he beheld the manifestations, he turned to those present and asked, “Can 
any man forbid water,” etc., Acts x: 47; and in relating the circumstance 
to the other Apostles he puts this question: “What was I that I could 
withstand God?” No one beheld more clearly than Peter the intent of 
this departure, and when this outpouring of the Holy Spirit had removed 
the doubt from the minds of those who stood by, he did not hesitate to 
tell the devout man words whereby he and all his house could be saved; 
neither did he fail to require the birth of the water, although that of the 
spirit had been previously given: which fact of itself, is an unmistakable 
evidence that the former ordinance had lost neither import, nor efficacy. 
Aside from these conditions, a still stronger proof of this deviation being 
for a special purpose, and not as a precedent, lies in the fact, that we 
search in vain through subsequent history for a single repetition. 

N. T. Porter, Jr. 
[TO BE CONTINUED.] 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
Satt Lake Criry, October 4, 1894. 


A. H. Lunn, 
President of the European Mission. 


My Dear BroTuer: 

Since you left home for your present field of labor, an Annual two 
days Sunday School Conference has been inaugurated in every stake of 
Zion, at which it is expected that one or more of the Sunday School 
Union board shall be present. It was suggested about a year ago, and 
since then thirty-two stakes out of the thirty-four have been visited. This, 
of course, has necessitated a vast amount of traveling. 

During the past five months, Elder George Reynolds and myself have 
held nearly twenty conferences, and traveled between 10,000 and 12,000 
miles, of which over 2,000 were by team, covering ground from Mexico 
in the south to Cardston in Canada north. 

Owing to many years confinement to office work, Brother Reynolds’s 
health began to give way, and a change was absolutely necessary. I feel 
thankful to say the thorough change both of country and friends and also 
of employment that traveling imposed, has wrought a wonderful improve- 
ment in his general health. I am equally thankful to my Heavenly Father, 
that his blessing has also attended me in upholding me to perform so 
lengthy a mission, without the least diminution of health or energy. 
For these inestimable blessings we are indebted to the Spirit of the Lord, 
whose constant and abiding aid we do not fail toinvoke. We have been 
greatly blessed, and we have abundant reason to believe that these Annual 
Conferences will prove a lasting benefit to all engaged in Sunday School 
work. Kind regards to my friend T. E. Taylor and any others who are 
laboring to forward the work of our Heavenly Father. 

Praying for the blessing of God to accompany you in all your labors, 

I remain, your friend and brother, 
GEORGE GODDARD. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


The building of the Edison Electric Light Company at Hackensack, New Jersey, was 
destroyed by fire November 6. The loss is estimated at $36,000. 

Twenty miners perished through a mine explosion at Bruen, Bohemia, November 12, 
A similar explosion in Wales caused the death of one man and serious injury to two boys, 

Heavy rains have done great damage to property in the West of England. Rivers rose 
higher than they have done for years. In some places schools were closed and business 
traffic was completely stopped. 


At the election on November 6, in America, the notorious Tammany Hall of New York 
was defeated, and all good citizens are rejoicing over that result. Large republican gains 
were made in many of the states. 

A telegram from Buenos Ayres, published in the New York papers, states that the 
Uruguayan Minister of Foreign Affairs has received a despatch from Rio de Janeiro re- 
porting the outbreak of a military revolution in Brazil. The object of the movement 
is not stated; but it is rumored that the rebels desire to proclaim Marshal Floriano 
Peixoto dictator. 
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1894. 


THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER III. 


Ozarn ALEXANDER III of Russia, died November 1, at Livadia, on the 
south coast of Crimea. Last Spring he had an attack of influenza. 
This induced the fearful sickness called Bright’s disease, which, in spite 
of the strong constitution of the Emperor and the skill of his medical 
advisers, laid him low in the prime of life. 

He was born on the 10th of March, 1845, and was the second son of 
the Grand Duke Alexander Nicholaievitch who afterwards ascended the 
throne as Alexander II. Being the second son he had not been educated 
with a view of becoming the ruler of the Russias; it was first on the 
death of his elder brother, the Grand Duke Nicholas, in April 1865, that 
he came facé to face with the heavy responsibilities that rest upon the 
heir apparent to the throne of Russia. 

In 1866 he niarried Princess Dagmar daughter of King Christian IX of 
Denmark, and sister to King George of Greece and the Princess of Wales. 
She was previously betrothed to his brother the Grand Duke Nicholas. A 
year after the elder brother’s death she became engaged to Alexander, and 
as is invariably the custom when the Emperor, or the heir apparent to the 
throne, marries a princess not belonging to the orthodox Greek Catholic 
religion, she was initiated into the mysteries of that faith by a high 
ecclesiastic, and, on becoming a member of the Russian Church, was 
baptized as “Maria Feodorovna.” Had she retained her Danish name 
the Russian calendar would have had no “Saint” named like her, hence 
the change. In Denmark she will always be known by the pretty name 
Dagmar meaning: Mother of the day. It would be hard to mention a 
marriage among the crowned heads more harmonious than this. The 
Emperor was an exemplary husband and a tender father. He loved to 
accompany his wife on her periodical visits to Denmark to attend the 
famous royal family gatherings at the Danish court. 

No where did he feel so happy and secure as in the King’s palace 
Fredensborg, “The peaceful Castle.” To him it seemed rightly named. 
Its beautiful surroundings charmed him, and he was often seen hunting 
with no other companion than Prince Waldemar, and talking to the 
farmers about the methods of conducting their work. It is said that 
he would disguise himself and extend his visits to Copenhagen, and while 
there enjoy the luxury of a ride in the street cars. 

it was on March 13, 1881, that the fatal bomb was thrown under the 
carriage of his father, who was so severely injured by the explosion that 
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he died a few hours afterwards. On his ascending the throne as Alexander 
' TIT, he declared as his policy the strict upholding of his autocratic rights. 
This he has carried out. He has been strenuously opposed to the exten- 
sion of political freedom. His attitude in this regard can hardly be 
wondered at. His father had emancipated the serfs—twenty-three million 
souls—he had started reforms of the tribunals in civil and criminal pro- 
cedure; he had established elective representative assemblies in the pro- 
vinces, and he was personally a liberal and humane monarch; yet, not- 
withstanding all this, many attempts were made upon his life, and he was 
at last foully murdered. The late emperor seeing this was thoroughly im- 
bued with an abhorrence of the Nihilists and a detestation of all political 
agitators. These feelings were intensified by the dread of the peril to 
which he himself was exposed. This fear was so great that for some time 
after his becoming emperor he shut himself up in his palace at Gatschina, 
and his coronation was postponed until 1883. 

He was a painstaking, conscientious ruler. He wanted to know the con- 
tents of all state papers submitted to him, which he thoroughly examined 
before signing. There can be no doubt that the desire of his heart was to 
promote the prosperity of Russia and the welfare of his subjects. He was 
intensely Russian in his sentiments, and made his motto: Russia for the 
Russians. 

His foreign policy has not been a glorious one. His treatment of 
Bulgaria and especially that of the prince of her choice redounds little 
to his honor. ,The “Dreikaiserbund” was short-lived and last year wit- 
nessed the curious alliance between “Holy Russia” under ‘autocratic rule 
by Divine Right, and France, a democratic republic almost without re- 
ligion! The persecutions against the Jews, which are still going on will 
always tarnish the reign of this Emperor. 

In alluding to the death of the Czar, Rev. 8. Friedberg at the Princes 
Road Synagogue, Liverpool, November 3, made the following observa- 
tions :— 

It is said that the Czar possessed many sterling qualities—that he was 
distinguished by piety, by an intense love of truth and peace, and an 
uncompromising hatred of all subterfuge and deceit. These are great attri- 
butes indeed, and needed little more than the love of the humanitarian to 
make the character almost perfect. Let us breathe the fervent hope that 
his son and successor will inherit all those personal characteristics that 
deserved the love of family and the praise of friends, but will add to them 
a sentiment of wide tolerance, and such a determination to give effect to 


it in his policy, that shall cause a new era of liberty and happiness to 
dawn for our own brethren and all persecuted people in that vast empire. 


When considering the cruel persecutions to which the Jews have been 
_ gubjected by this monarch, the forgiving spirit which breathes through 
these words does, indeed, honor to the heart of this Jew. 

The Grand Duke Nicholas who succeeds to the throne was born May 18, 
1868. 

On the morning of November 2, heralds in brilliant uniforms attended 
by a troop of trumpeters announced to the people of St. Petersburg the 
- death of Alexander III and the ascension of Nicholas II. The day was 
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celebrated as the accession of the new Czar. The festival took precedence 
of the day of mourning. All signs of public mourning were withheld 
until the next day. 

- In the manifesto issued by the new Emperor he says: “We, in the 
presence of the Most High, record the solemn vow always to make our 
sole aim the peaceful development of the power and glory of our beloved 
Russia and the happiness of all our faithful subjects.” These are noble 
words, time will show how he will fulfill them. 

It has been rumored that his father was not pleased with his well- 
known liberal sentiments, which were no doubt, instilled into his mind 
by his uncle, the Crown Prince of Denmark, to whom he is strongly 
attached. 

The new Czar has traveled much in other lands and is thoroughly posted 
in regard to their laws and customs. It is said that he admires the insti- 
tutions of the western nations of Europe; hopes are, therefore, entertained 
that he may love Russia more than his prerogative of autocracy and allow 
her to take her place in the sisterhood of constitutional states. 


Wuat effect will the death of Alexander III have on the peace of the 
World? is the burning question of the day. All agree in this that the 
late Czar was the great preserver of the European peace. The lovers of 
peace are therefore anxious to know what course the new Czar will follow. 
In a letter to the holy Synod he says: “Filled with an ardent love for my 
deceased father I will follow his example and devote all my strength to 
serve our beloved country and the orthodox church.” It will be well for 
Europe if following his father’s example extends to the firm maintaining 
of peace. As could be expected, in no country outside of Russia, have the 
manifestations of sympathy and mourning been so great asin France. This 
may indicate a fear on the part of the French people that the friendship be- 
tween the two governments may become weakened through the change of 
ruler in Russia. The telegrams received from the new emperor have been 
all that could be asked for. Much weight is laid upon his answer to the 
minister of war who had sent him a message of condolence in the name of 
the whole French army in which the Czar alludes to “the sorrow that has 
come to us all.” Austria and Germany on the other hand do not feel pleased 
with this interchange of sympathetic telegrams between Emperor Nicholas 
and the French republic. The Weue Frete Presse says: “The European policy 
must take into account the effects of these manifestations of sympathy 
and also the fact that the death of Alexander III has caused France 
apparently to go into national mourning. In view of the French display 
of mourning which exceeds all expectation vanishes almost entirely the 
sympathy felt outside of France.” Another paper cites the words of a 
German poet: “Let us prepare for the worst.” 


THE Christian Commonwealth recently sent an interviewer to ascertain 
Professor Miiller’s views on the comparative value of religious writings. 
“Would you say that any one sacred book is superior to all others in the 
world?” was the question. “It may sound prejudiced, but, taking all in 
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all,” answered the professor, “I say the New Testament. After that I 
should place the Koran, which in its moral teaching is hardly more than 
a later edition of the New Testament. Then would follow, according to my 
opinion, the Old Testament, then Southern Buddhist Tripitaka; the Taote 
King of Laotze, the Kings of Confucius, the Veda, and the Avesta. But 
this is a very rough classification, and not likely to be accepted by others. 
There is no doubt, however, that ethical teaching is far more prominent in 
the Old and New Testaments than in any other sacred book. Therein lies 
the distinctiveness of the Bible. Other sacred books are generally collec- 
tions of whatever was remembered of ancient times. For instance, in the 
Veda you get a description of the Flood, simply as a deluge;*in the Old 
Testament it takes an ethical meaning, it is a punishment and a reward; 
there is the difference between the two; and that distinction runs through 
the whole of the sacred books. Thereis, of course, plenty of moral teaching 
in the other sacred books also, but the distinguishing feature of the Old 
Testament is that the Jews feel themselves the chosen people of God. 
That idea runs through the whole book. The Jewish people always re- 
ferred everything that happened to them, whether happiness or misfortune 
to a Divine government; it was meant for them ; there was a meaning in it; 
they were made to feel that God was angry or pleased.” 


CHANGE o£ Appress.—After December 1, 1894, the address of the New- 


castle Conference house will be No. 6, East Ravensworth Terrace, Westo 
South Shields, Durham Co. 


“UTAH, CRADLE OF IRRIGATION.” 


THE News has already congratulated the people of Utah, more particularly 
the Pioneers and their descendants, on the honor which has been slow in 
coming to, but is now bestowed without stint upon, the methods and the 
policy adopted by the earliest residents for the settlement of these valleys. 
Newspapers in all parts of the “arid West,” and even many in the “humid 
East,” have devoted much commendation since the Irrigation convention 
in Denver to the example furnished by this Territory, and the magnificent 
results that had followed it—a subject that was brought to the immediate 
attention of the congress and the country in the felicitous address of Hon. 
George Q. Cannon, which these columns contained in full. Referring to 
this feature of the Denver gathering, along with many other words of 
praise for Utah men and methods, not only in the convention, but in the 
years that are past, the /rrigation Age for October has the following :— 


No attempt is made in this editorial review to deal with the many and 
pleasing personalities who came to the front in the deliberations of the 
third National Irrigation congress. But there is a special reason why 
mention should be made of the delegation from Utah, “the cradle of 
American irrigation.” It was headed by the Hon. George Q. Cannon, who 
was unanimously chosen temporary chairman, and who was received with 
hearty and long continued applause on being presented as “a great repre- 
sentative of the most illustrious race of irrigators on this continent.” In 
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view of the place which Utah occupies in the history of irrigation, the 
convention<delighted to honor the representative of the coming state. 
There is another reason why Utah should be given prominence, and this is 
the fact that her industrial system is sunt recognized as offering the 
best basis forthe development of homes for the millions. This system was 
described very ‘fully in Mr. Cannon’s opening speech, when he told the 
story of the small farm, of land division and of the common ownership of 
water. The ideas which his people have practically illustrated are the 
ideas which are to prevail hereafter, and with their growth in popular 
favor, the virtues of the Mormon people are certain to shine with deserved 
luster, while many unpleasant recollections will be softened or forgotten. 


We are,permitted to make one more quotation as showing the interest 
the address*above referred to has aroused, and the value that is attached 
to it ;“and'we_are sure the compliment herein conveyed will be appreciated 
by the’entire community. Under date of Topeka, October 16th, and from 
the headquarters of the Kansas Irrigation association, Hon. J. E. Frost, 
chairman of the executive committee, and Mr. H. V. Hinckley, secretery 
of sthe committee on arrangements, write as follows :— 


Hon. Geo. Q. Cannon, Salt Lake City, Utah. 


Dear Sir:—The first annual convention of this association, held at 
Wichita, Kansas, in November, 1893, was pronounced by the director of the 
United States geological survey the most intelligent and substantial irri- 

tion congress that he had ever-attended. Many have since been held 

ut itis propane that the aggrereses second annual convention shall 
eclipse all previous records. e believe that we voice the sentiments of 
the entire Deavat congress when we_say,that your remarks detailing the 
pioneer experience of the Mormons comprised the most: effective and in- 
structive address at that congress. Nothing, probably, will so encourage 
the remaining pioneers of western Kansas, who have become discouraged 
over and over, than to be told by you in the same simple and effective 
manner you told at Denver, how the Mormon colony became independent. 

We want to put you on the program for Friday evening, the 23 of 
November, subject: “\The Mormon Progress, Poverty to Independence,” 
or such variation of this as you may see fit, and advise us in your reply. 


The letter goes on to say that transportation to and from Topeka, and 
entertainment while there,’will be provided Mr. Cannon and wife; that 
the Hutchinson Commercial club has voted an appropriation to cover 
other traveling expenses that may be incurred; that the committee pledge 
themselves that the visit will be made a pleasant one, with “resulting 
acquaintances that may be mutually advantageous to our people and 
yours ;” and it concludes with the expression of high esteem and a request 
for an early and favorable reply. The invitation so cordially extended has 
been accepted.— Deseret News. 


A VISIT TO SCANDINAVIA. 


LrvERPOOL, November 5, 1894. 
Berrork leaving Aalborg I had the pleasure of attending one{more meeting 
with the Saints and a goodly number,ofgstrangers. After {meeting™a 
schoolmate of mine, once an intimate friend, when shaking hands with 
me said: “I am pleased to have been here to-night and heard you explain 
the principles you believe in. I may have to do as you have done if I 
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get fully convinced that you have the Gospel.” I was pleased to hear 
him so favorably impressed and told him he need not be in doubt, if he 
will but earnestly seek the Lord for light. 

Thursday, I bade the brethren good bye at the station and in company 
with Elder P. C. Petersen left for Randers. As we traveled along we 
passed many places familiar to me from the time when I was first sent 
out to labor as a missionary, and many scenes from that time were vividly 
brought to my mind. In fancy I could see myself walking on yonder 
highway with my satchel full of tracts, and I could almost think the same 
thoughts over again as then passed through my mind. How thankful I 
was for the testimony I had received! It seemed as clear as the sunlight 
that shone around me, and I thought there should be no difficulty in con- 
vincing any one who would listen to me. I found, however, that it was 
no easy task to make others see as I saw; I learned that faith is the gift 
of God, and it made me feel the more grateful for that precious gift. 

On our arrival at Randers we were met by Elders Fillerup, Eskildsen 
and Larsen who took us to their lodgings. They do their own house- 
keeping. They invited us, nevertheless, to a good substantial meal. In the 
evening we assembled in the Saints’ neat meeting hall which was well 
filled, quite a number of investigating friends being present. When I was 
here twenty-two years ago we did not enjoy quite so much peace as now, 
I remember a large stone came crashing through the windows while I was 
addressing @ congregation; happily it hit no one. 

In company with President Teodor Petersen I went to Aarhus next day. 
Here I met a number of Elders laboring in this conference. 

President Sundwall arrived from Copenhagen, Saturday. And in the 
evening our conference commenced. The sisters had shown good taste in 
the manner the hall was decorated. It was a place into which we were 
proud to invite our friends. The reports of the Elders showed that twenty- 
three had been baptized since last conference. The prospects were that 
the work would make greater progress in the future. The Elders had 
visited many houses and spread a great number of tracts. 

At Esbjerg Elder Buckholt reported that there was considerable excite- 
ment among the people in regard to “Mormonism.” A Methodist preacher 
who had been in Utah had lectured against the Latter-day Saints and had 
been joined by the Lutheran minister of the parish. They invited Elders 
Buckholt and Petersen to attend, but would not allow them to defend 
their people. Elder Buckholt got an opportunity to invite the people to 
attend meeting in the same hal] the next evening, when he promised to 
answer the accusation made against the Saints. The priest told him that 
nobody would come to hear such nonsense as he had to present. “I shall 
not come, and 1 ask all my parishioners to stay at home,” he said. The 
hall could hold about six hundred persons, but a great many were not 
able to get into it at the time appointed by the Elders. Even the priests 
were present. Like the evening before they wanted to take control, but 
Elder Buckholt informed them that to-night it was his meeting and until 
he was done they must hold their peace. All were eager to hear a discus- 
sion, but the Elders thought this too good an opportunity for preaching 


— 


| 
| 
| 
| 


750 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


the Gospel to waste the time in vain discussion. They promised the. 
audience that after they had presented the principles of our faith they 
would answer the charges made against the Saints. This kept the great 
assembly quiet and the first principles were presented in their plainness, 
afterwards the Elders refuted the false assertions made in the lectures 
delivered by their opponents. 

Our conference meetings were well attended, especially Sunday evening 
when a large number of strangers were present. 

On the Monday we met with the priesthood. Here all the Elders had 
an opportunity to express their feelings, relate their experiences, and 
suggest the best methods of prosecuting their labors. All felt well and 
were resolved to do their utmost for the spread of the truth. 

Another pleasant meeting in the evening with the Saints and then I 
bade them farewell and took the night train for Kiel in Germany. Presi- 
dent Sundwall accompanied me to Fredericia where he left for Copen- 
hagen. This ends my visit to Scandinavia. 

After traveling all night I arrived in Kiel next morning. Here I met 
Elder Geo. C. Naegle, President of the Swiss and German Mission, and 
Elders Tilbach and Durrans. The day was pleasantly spent in talking 
over the affairs of the mission and hearing the good reports President 
Naegle gave of the Elders’ labors in that mission. 

In the evening we attended a meeting with the Saints and not a few 
strangers. All were pleased with the meeting. I found that there were 
several Danish and Swedish Saints belonging to this branch. They were 
glad to talk to mein their mother tongue after the meeting. In spite of 
the striagent laws of Prussia the Saints here enjoy considerable freedom. 
They have a hall in which regular meetings are held. One of the brethren 
belongs to the police department. 

Next day we went to Hamburg where we were met by Elders John 
Rodgers, J. J. Whitaker and F. H. H. Tagge. We were introduced to several 
of the Saints and partook of their hospitality. 

The Saints here have lately changed their place of holding meetings, and 
have hired a fine hall in a nice street. There were visitors present from 
Lubeck and other places. A stranger came clear from Hanover to hear the 
Gospel preached. We had a very pleasant time in our meeting. 

Brother Rodgers informed me that when he and Elder Whitaker came 
here two years ago there were only about fifteen Saints in the branch, 
while now it numbers nearly sixty. It was gratifying to hear of such good 
results following the Elders’ labors. 

Thursday November 1, I left President Naegle and the Saints at 
Hamburg and proceeded on my way to Rotterdam where I arrived 
in the evening. At the mission office I found President Bennion, 
Elders Neutibom and Bingham, also Elder Piper and wife who had 
just arrived from home. Brother Piper will visit his father in Germany 
and them return to Holland to Jabor in the mission there. 

President Bennion had good reports from all the Elders who labor with 
him. Elders Spencer and Bingham were making rapid progress in learn- 
ing the Dutch language. The prospects for the progress of the work in 
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Holland were very promising. Some over sixty had been added to the 
Church during the year. Friday was agreeably spent in visiting with the 
brethren and in getting acquainted with the affairs of the mission. In the 
evening I left for Liverpool where I arrived the next day having had a 
pleasant journey. AnTHON H. Lunp. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
The well known mercantile house of 8. P. Teasdel and Sons, made an assignment for 
the benefit of its creditors on October 24. 


A company with Thomas G. Webber at its head has bought the Grant Bros. Transfer 
and Livery Company, at Salt Lake City, for $47,000. 


Mr. Oscar Eliason a Salt Lake boy has started out as a professional wizard. Many of 
his tricks are original and some of them very mysterious. 


Miss Grace Mayhew of Pleasant Grove died on October 22. She was in Salt Lake City 
at the time of her death having gone there to attend the University of Utah. 


The school teacher of Draper, Mr. Stewart, has organized a society for young men and 
boys, to take them off the streets in the evening. Interesting lectures are delivered twice 
a week to the members, who must conform to certain moral requirements if they retain 
membership. 


The total enrollment of the Salt Lake City schools is 9,363, as against 8,523 at the close 
of the first month in 1893. The per cent. of attendance reaches 95.2, and the 
punctuality makes the excellent showing of 98.9 per cent. The number of schools in 
the city system is twenty-eight. 

Three prominent subjects of her majesty, the Queen of Great Britain, arrived in Salt 
Lake City, October 25. The gentlemen are J. D. Rich, who is the present postmaster of 
Liverpool, and James J. Cardin and Lewin Hill, London, well known in the business and 
social circles of that great city. Mr. Hill bore a letter of introduction to Mr. W. C. 
Spence, who the same day through the courtesy of Manager Clayton, was able to take 
them out to Saltair. The gentlemen also called at the office of the First Presidency of 
the Church. 


While a Mr. Bowlby, Mr. Neice and several others were up Ogden Canyon hunting, 
one of the front wheels of the wagon came off throwing Mr. Bowlby violently to the 
ground bruising him badly, but breaking no bones. The fall rendered him unconscious 
for over one hour. He is recovering. Another but more serious accident occurred in 
Ogden Canyon. While Wm. Lamoreaux and his sister-in-law were driving a spirited 
horse it made a sudden bolt and went over the bank with the buggy and its occupants 
into the river. Mr. Lamoreaux escaped with some bruises. The lady was less fortunate, 
her skull being fractured and a finger nearly torn off. She was rendered unconscious and 
remained so all night. 

A terrible accident occurred about 7 o’clock Wednesday morning, October 24, at Lehi 
Junction, which resulted in the death of Mr. Henry Winn, asection hand. Mr. Price, 
the section boss, and his men were about to start on their day’s work on the road and went 
to the hand-car, upon which was lying a loaded gun. It had been left on the car over 
night. Mr. Price, thinking he would take care of the gun, which was lying with the 
muzzle towards him, raised it some little and pulled it towards him at the same time. In 
some unknown mavner the hammer was caught and the gun discharged. The charge 
passed through Mr. Price’s coat close to his thigh, passed by Mr. Sorenson who was 
standing just behind him, and struck Mr. Henry Winn in the throat and lower part of 
the face. Mr. Winn made one or two steps and fell dead, never moving after he fell. 
He leaves a wife and three children. 


